The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem.
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The Immaculate Conception Of The Mother of God

“The Immaculate Conception Of The Mother of God” (Mary of Agenda)
209. The Holy Trinity's wisdom had now prepared all things on earth for the birth of the Mother of grace (Mary) from the imperfection of the world. The history of the Patriarchs and Prophets had been completed, and the mountains had been raised, on which this mystical City of God was to be built. Ps (86:2) 
Example of prophets are Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and John the Baptist. Prophets foretell the events after death.

Example of Patriarchs are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses and David. (They represent fathers of the people.)

﻿Ps 87:21 On the holy mount stands the city He (God) founded; 

87:﻿2﻿ the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. ﻿

87:3﻿ Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God.
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The present day gates in Jerusalem are not the same as ones built by King David because Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D. In the book f Revelation, its speaks about heavenly Jerusalem with 12 gates. Rev (21:21) These gates represent Mary's twelve virtues. That is why God says in Psalms that the Lord loves the gates of Zion. In the Blessed Virgin we will find the Temple of the Lord, God's Seven Spirits. We will meet Her Son and the Holy Trinity in heavenly Jerusalem. In other words, the elect will meet God in the presence of His Mother and we will enter one of Her gates. The virtue in which the elect practiced the best is the gate in which they will enter.  
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Brothers, on this mount king David builds a city called Zion. (Jerusalem.) But king David needs the power of God to establish this city. In the same way, the Holy Trinity creates perfection when God created the Soul and Body of Mary. As King David built the walls of Zion, the Word of God (Jesus) created the perfection of Mary, His future Mother. Since King David symbolizes Jesus, and king David built Zion, it can be said that Zion represents His Mother. 

By the power of God's right hand, the Trinity had already selected the highest treasures of grace to create Mary. A thousand Angels were equipped for Her guard, that they might serve as most faithful servants of their Queen and Lady. God provided a noble and kingly ancestry (King David) from whom She should descend and had selected for Her most holy and perfect parents. Mary's parents were the holiest to be found in the world. For there is no doubt that if better parents existed God would have selected them.
210. God showered these parents with generous graces and blessings, and enriched them with all virtues. After having announced to the two saints, Joachim and Anne that God would grant them a Daughter, the Trinity permitted the work of the Immaculate Conception to take place. (The perfect process of becoming pregnant.) The age of Anne, when She married Joachim, was 24 and Joachim, was 46. For twenty years they lived in married life without having a child. Thus Anne at the time of the Conception of her Daughter Mary was 44 years old and saint Joachim 66. Although the conception happened according to the ordinary course of nature, yet the Holy Trinity freed it from imperfections permitting only what was strictly required according to nature.

211. God limited the natural activity in conception in the two parents and by His grace prevented any fault or imperfection, giving them virtue. As regards the holy Anne, God's power was more apparent on account of her natural sterility. In her the Conception was a miracle because she was sterile. In regard to normal human conceptions which happen entirely according to the natural order there is no need for supernatural help from God. 
212. But in this Conception, although the father was not naturally sterile, yet on account of his age, his natural powers were in a measure weakened. Therefore he was restored and enabled to act on his part with entire perfection.

213. As soon as the miracle of this Conception had ceased, Ann was left in her former sterility never to conceive again. 
214. The parents were so entirely governed by grace and withdrawn from lust and pleasure, that the imperfections, which ordinarily occur during conception and lead to original sin were absent. This miracle God reserved solely for Mary, who was to be a Mother worthy of Himself. For if it was proper that the human part of Jesus should have its origin according to the other children of Adam. Likewise without destroying nature, grace should influence the conception of Mary with all its power. 
215. In the formation of the Body of the most holy Mary the wisdom and power of God created with perfection. Never did the Body of the most Holy Mary suffer from aging, nor was there anything wanting or anything excessive found in it. Neither was there more warmth than was necessary for maintenance of life or digestion; nor more cold than was necessary for the right temperature.

216. Nor was Her Body less sensitive to the influence of heat and cold and the other weather conditions. Actually Her Body was more affected by any extremes in temperature. Mary's Body would be effected by ordinary weather conditions and thus penetrated Her in comparison to other men. 
217. Just as the hand of our Lord formed our parents Adam and Eve in such a way to reflect their state of innocence, God operated in the formation of the Body of the most holy Mary. According to our way of speaking, God exerted more care in composing this little Body of His most holy Mother, than in creating all the whole universe. 
218. Such was Her miraculous Conception. Her parents were restrained by grace from sin and pleasure in connection to the Conception of Mary. For nature was to be controlled by grace and served merely as an instrument to God, who is superior to the laws of nature and of grace. It was here that He began to destroy sin, and to lay the foundations of salvation. 
219. The day on which the Immaculate Conception of the Body of the most holy Mary happened, was a Sunday, corresponding to the day of the week on which the Angels were created. Gn (1:3) For the formation and growth of ordinary human bodies many days are necessary in order to organize and fit them for the reception of the soul. Thus for a male child are required forty and for females eighty days, more or less, according to the natural heat and disposition of the mothers. In the formation of the Body of Mary the Almighty accelerated the natural time from eighty days to seven days. Within these seven days, by accelerated growth, was organized and prepared in the womb of holy Anne that wonderful body which was to receive the most holy Soul of her Daughter Mary.

220. On Saturday, God brought forth the second Conception by creating the soul of His Mother and infusing it into Her Body. Thus entered into the world perfect humanity, more holy, perfect and agreeable to His eyes than all those He had created, or will create to the end of the world, or through the eternities. God created Mary's Body and Soul in seven days, thus coordinating it with the creation of the world spoken about in the Book of Genesis. Then no doubt God rested in truth, according to the mysterious language in Scripture, since He has now created the most perfect Creature of all. 
221. On account that Mary's Soul was created on Saturday, the Holy Spirit has provided that Saturday be consecrated to the Virgin Mary in the holy Catholic Church. Since Saturday was the day on which She received the greatest benefit through the creation of Her Soul and union with Her Body without sin or its effects. The Day of the Immaculate Conception, which the Church now celebrates, December 8, is not the day of Her Immaculate Conception, when the Body alone was conceived, but it is the day the infusion of Her soul. Body and soul remained for nine months in the womb of holy Anne. (Birth of Mary September 8.) At the instant of the creation and infusion of the Soul in the most holy Mother, the Holy Trinity, repeated with greater affection of love the words, recorded by Moses at that time concerning man: "Let us make Mary to Our image and likeness to be Our true Daughter and Spouse and a Mother to the Word". Gn (1:26)
222. By the force of this pronouncement and through the love with which it issued from the mouth of God, was created and infused into the Body of most holy Mary Her most blessed Soul. At the same time She was filled with grace and gifts above those of the highest seraphim (Angels) of heaven, and there was not a single instant in which She was found wanting of the light, the friendship and love of the Creator, or in which She was touched by the stain or darkness of original sin. On the contrary Mary was superior to that of Adam and Eve in their creation. To Her was also conceded the most perfect use of the light of reason, corresponding to the gifts of grace, which She had received. Not for one instant was She to remain idle, but to engage in the virtues most admirable and pleasing to Her Maker. Thus was scripture fulfilled as when the Ark that contained the Ten Commandments was placed in the Solomon's temple. In Mary, new laws were established against sin, for Mary would be asked to imitate the Word made flesh. I see the formation of a new earth, and of a new heaven.

﻿Is 65:17﻿ “For behold, I (God) create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind.

In the womb of Ann, the eyes of the holy Trinity are directed, a thousand Angels are delegated to form a guard over a tiny, Body not larger than that of a little bee.

223. In this new creation is heard with a great and forceful voice of Her Maker, who, pleased with the work of His hands, says that it is very good.

﻿Gn 1:31﻿ And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
Let human frailty with humble piety approach this wonder, confessing the greatness of the Creator, and let it rejoice at this new benefit conceded to all the human race. 
224. At the time of the infusion of the soul into the Body of this heavenly Lady, the Almighty desired that Her Mother Anne, should feel and recognize the presence of the Divinity in a most exalted manner. She was filled with the Holy Spirit and was moved spiritually with a joy and devotion altogether above the ordinary. She was wrapped in exalted happiness, in which she was enlightened with deep understandings of the most hidden mysteries and praised the Lord with new songs of Joy. These effects lasted during all the rest of Her life; but they were greater during the nine months in which she bore in Her womb the Treasure of heaven. For during that time these benefits were more constantly renewed and repeated with continual understandings of the holy Scriptures and of their most important graces. O most fortunate woman! Let all men and generations of the world honor and call upon you for your spiritual help.

Catholic Church History. 

1) The feast of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8, was established in 1476 by Pope Sixtus IV. He did not define the doctrine as a dogma, thus leaving Roman Catholics free to believe in it or not without being accused of heresy; this freedom was reiterated by the Council of Trent. (1559-1563) The existence of the feast was a strong indication of the Church's belief in the Immaculate Conception, even before its 19th century definition as a dogma.

4) The Immaculate Conception was solemnly defined as dogma by Pope Pius IX in his constitution "Ineffabilis Deus" on 8 December 1854. 

3) In 1858, Mary the Mother of God appeared to a 14 year old girl named Bernadette, in Lourdes France. Bernadette asked the Lady Her name, and Mary responded by saying, "Immaculate Conception".

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6K3XmlfzdXQ&feature=related 

4) The City of God written by Mary of Agreda in which you have read about the Immaculate Conception was written before her death in 1665.  

The word dogma means a doctrine or body of doctrines concerning faith or morals formally stated and authoritatively proclaimed by the Roman Catholic Church.

Questions. 

1) Who built the city called Zion?

2) Zion represents who?

3) What part of Zion does the Lord love?

4) In the Book of Revelation, heavenly Jerusalem has how many gates? What do the gates represent?

5) The name of Mary's Mother?

6) Original sin was absent in Mary because her parents were governed by grace and thus did not have ____  and pleasure in the conception.

7) Ann had no other children because she was _______.

8) What day of the week did God create Mary's Body? What day of the week did God create Mary's soul? 

9) Normally a baby boy and its soul are united _______ days after conception.

10) Normally a baby girl and its soul are united _______ days after conception.

11) Only _____ days after conception was the soul of May united to Her Body. This period of time is the same number of days God created ________. 

12) What day and month did God unite Mary's soul with Her Body?

13) What day and month was Mary born?
