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“The Rapture, erroneous doctrine” 

There are two verses in which believers of the rapture quote to state their erroneous belief. 

﻿1 Thes 4:14﻿ For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with Him (Him refers to Jesus) those who have fallen asleep. ﻿

4:15﻿ For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

4:﻿16﻿ For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the Archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; ﻿

4:17﻿ then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord. ﻿4:18﻿ Therefore comfort one another with these words.
1) "God will bring with Him (Him refers to Jesus) those who have fallen asleep". Those who believe in the rapture state that Jesus will come back for those asleep and who are alive. They interpret that the "asleep" are the dead. Part of the reason they believe this is because Jesus described Lazarus as being asleep when actually he was dead. Jn (11:11) Luke in the Acts of the Apostles also uses the word "asleep" to describe death. Act (13:36) But "asleep" means more than physical death, but represents souls in purgatory. 
2) "That we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord". Notice how Paul speaks as he is part of the group who are alive. But Paul died. If Paul died, and if Scripture can't be in error, how is Paul alive when Jesus comes again? Actually Paul is alive when Jesus comes again because He is a member of the 144,000. The 144,000 are the holy ones that do not fall asleep because they do not need purgatory. 
3) "shall not precede those who have fallen asleep". The 144,000 do not proceed those in purgatory because when all the souls are released from purgatory, it is their special celebration and are lifted up to Jesus first. The 144,000 have been with Christ since the "First Watch".
4) "For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the Archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God". Notice how Jesus descends from heaven to meet the dead in Christ. Why does Jesus need to descend from heaven if souls are already in heaven? Many don't believe in purgatory. The reason why Jesus descends is because souls are in purgatory, not in heaven. 
5) "And the dead in Christ will rise first". The souls in purgatory rise first to meet Jesus after leaving purgatory. 
6) "Then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air". Many believe this line refers to the "rapture". "Caught up" written in Latin is rapiemur, translated by Saint Jerome. This error in theology believes that people who are alive and who are Christians will leave this earth, thus leaving the unbelievers to face the Tribulation. But people should realize that Paul died and Scripture is not in error. Paul is a member of the 144,000 and will be alive having never been in purgatory. 
7) "Meet the Lord in the air". We must realize there are different levels of heaven. Jesus comes down to meet the "asleep" and the "alive". The battle of Armageddon and the Final Judgment must occur before mankind reaches their final destination. Greater details and verses about these events are found in the Third and Fourth Kingdoms.             
﻿1 Cor 15:51﻿ Lo! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, ﻿

15:52﻿ in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

15:﻿53﻿ For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature must put on immortality. ﻿

15:54﻿ When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

15:﻿55﻿ “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” ﻿

15:56﻿ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

1) ﻿ "Lo! I tell you a mystery". In the Gospel of Matthew it says that Jesus said nothing to them without a parable. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet (Actually in Psalms.) "I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation of the world". Matt (13:34) Refer to the first few verses in the Book of Genesis when God reveals how He created the light before He created the sun and the stars. Again this is a parable of sorts, yes a riddle. Because God created the Angels and called them light. Not only did Jesus speak in mystery, but Paul and the other writers of the Bible were inspired to write in riddle, mystery and parable.

2) "We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed". The "sleep" refer to those in purgatory. Not all are in purgatory but a group called the 144,000 are alive. But all will be changed by receiving their bodies. There are few exceptions such as the tombs that were opened after Jesus died and many bodies of the saints appeared to many in Jerusalem after Jesus resurrection. Matt (27:52) Also the bodies of Enoch and Elijah; both were taken from the earth without physically dieing.  

3) "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet". The trumpet is defined in Scripture as a loud voice. Rev (1:10) Notice how this is the last voice or last announcement. The last event is the Final Judgment where the Angels gather the nations and Jesus will separate the sheep from the goats. Matt (25:31) As the nations are gathered, the souls are reunited to their bodies. 

4) "For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed". The asleep are also called dead. At their Final Tests the accusations of our accusers will be like swords that will pierce them and shed much blood. The Book of Revelation describes the dead as souls under the alter who had been slain for the word of God and the witness they had shown. Rev (6:9). When Paul says the dead shall be raised he is speaking about the bodies of the dead. The souls of the dead had already been released from purgatory at the start of the Battle of Armageddon. 

5) “Death is swallowed up in victory". Scripture uses the word "death" to describe the souls who need purgatory. But there is another kind of death to describe the souls who fail their Final Tests and forever are in hell. Paul say the wages of sin is death. Rom (6:23) Death is the severe suicidal emotions people will experience at their Final Tests and this condition is permanent. Realize the greatest pain is not wanting to exist and live another moment.

5) "The power of sin is the law". Apostle Paul says that sin was in the world before the law was given. Rom (5:13) The reason why this is true is because the Natural Law is written on our hearts. But those who believe in Moses have the Ten Commandments to obey. Our accusers will use these laws against us. Most souls will fear punishment as the law and their sins are exposed, thus leading to depression and suicide.      

